Tuesday, December 10, 2013

GOREN BRIDGE

Wednesday, December 11,2013

WITH TANNAH HIRSCH & BOB JONES

©2013 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

PERFECT 10

North-South vulnerable. North deals.

NORTH

AAJ10

CAK72

O A10632

LX)
WEST EAST
AKS54 AQ986
01084 Q53
OKQJ95 O 87
102 HdAQ54

SOUTH

AT732

CJ96

O 4

SdKJ9763
The bidding:
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
10 Pass INT Pass
2NT Pass 3% Pass
Pass Pass

Opening lead: King of ¢

North had a difficult hand to bid
and the sequence he chose was
reasonable. South denied a four-card
major when he responded one no
trump, so his three-club bid showed a
weak hand with long clubs. North
was a bit embarrassed not to have a
second club, but he knew that
bidding on was futile.

South won the lead with the ace in
dummy and led a club, rising with the
king when East played low. So far so
good! It was crucial for South to hold
his trump losers to two. All plays
would work if the suit split 3-3, but
what about a 4-2 split? The only club
holding that South could do anything
about was a doubleton 10, so he led
the jack of clubs from his hand and
was gratified to see the 10 from West.

East won the queen and returned
his remaining diamond. South ruffed
and led the nine of clubs to force out
the ace. East returned his last trump
to avoid breaking a major suit, but
declarer was in control. South won
the trump and played a spade,
inserting dummy’s 10 when West
played low. East won his queen, but
was now endplayed. A heart shift
would give declarer all the rest, so he
did the best he could and returned a
spade. South still had to give the
defenders a heart, but his contract
was safe.

(Tannah Hirsch and Bob Jones
welcome readers’ responses sent in
care of this newspaper or to Tribune
Content Agency, LLC., 16650
Westgrove Dr., Suite 175, Addison,
TX 75001. E-mail responses may be
sent to tcaeditors@tribune.com.)
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TOMMY BRANCHES OUT

Both vulnerable. North deals.

NORTH

AA106

“QlJ

O AQS53

K854
WEST EAST
AJ32 AQS
C76 0542
OCK764 CJ10982
®Q1072 %JOo3

SOUTH

AK9874

CAK10983

& Void

+A6
The bidding:
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
INT Pass 30 Pass
4<) Pass 4NT Pass
S54* Pass 70 Pass
Pass Pass

*Two aces plus the trump queen
Opening lead: Seven of ¥

Trump Coup Tommy was South in
today’s hand. Tommy 1s a whiz when
trumps break badly but his game is
quite ordinary the rest of the time.
Today’s auction reflects Tommy’s
approach to bridge — “Let’s get the
auction over with so we can play the
cards!”

Tommy was disappointed with
dummy’s trump jack. Trumps were
solid and there was no chance for a
trump coup. He began the play a bit
carelessly. Tommy won the lead with
dummy’s queen and immediately led
the trump jack, overtaking it in hand
with the ace and finished drawing
trumps by cashing the king. Tommy
now took the time to count his tricks

and was aghast to see that, barring a
miracle in spades, he only had 11.
Next Tommy cashed the ace of
clubs and led a club to dummy’s king.
The ace of diamonds was cashed,
Tommy discarding a low spade, and a
club was ruffed. Tommy then cashed
every one of his hearts leaving this
position before the last trump:

NORTH

MA106

Q Void

0 Q

* 8
WEST EAST
M]32 AQ5
Q Void Q Void
O K G J109
®Q & Void

SOUTH

AKI987

03

¢ Void

& Void

Tommy played his last heart,
letting a spade go from dummy, and
West was miserable. A spade discard
would make all of Tommy’s spades
good, so he let go of his club queen.
He was hoping Tommy wouldn’t
know that dummy’s eight of clubs
was now high, but Tommy was on
full alert. Next came a spade to
dummy’s ace and the eight of clubs
was cashed. West was cooked. A
discard in either spades or diamonds
would give Tommy the grand slam.
He threw in his cards conceding the
rest, and Tommy had finally
produced a masterpiece that did not
require a trump coup!

(tcaeditors@tribune.com)
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GOOD TIP?

Neither vulnerable. East deals.

NORTH

AMAIT2

085

©10765

hA32
WEST EAST
AQ53 AK108
CKQ93 CAJ42
092 OCAJ83
*K875 *109

SOUTH

AJ64

1076

OKQ4

*QJ64
The bidding:

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
10 Pass 10 Pass

20 Pass Pass Dbl
Pass KL J Dbl Pass
Pass Pass

Opening lead: King of ©

East-West stopped accurately in
two hearts and North backed in with
a balancing double. North had played
duplicate bridge the day before and
had learned something new: “Never
let the opponents play at the two-
level.” Applied with judgment, that is
a good tip for duplicate players due to

the scoring used at that form of the
game, but rubber bridge players must
be willing to go quietly far more
often.

West doubled the final contract and
the defense was relentless. East
overtook the opening lead with the
ace to play the club 10 to the queen,
king and ace. Declarer led the last
heart from the table, but East stepped
up smartly with the jack to play the
nine of clubs. South won with the
jack and ruffed his last heart in
dummy. Next came a diamond from
the table, South winning the king
when East played low. A spade was
ducked to East, who continued with
the ace of diamonds and a diamond.
West ruffed and cashed his high
trump.

Declarer was still entitled to the
ace of spades and a trump, but that
was it. Down three and a 500-point
penalty to East-West. A gentleman to
the end, South never said a word, but
he was seen giving North a very stern
look at the end of the hand.

(Tannah Hirsch and Bob Jones
welcome readers’ responses sent in
care of this newspaper or to Tribune
Content Agency, LLC., 16650
Westgrove Dr., Suite 175, Addison,
TX 75001. E-mail responses may be
sent to tcaeditors@tribune.com.)
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COUNT IS THE KEY

Neither vulnerable. East deals.

NORTH

MA10763

K85

$63

Q42
WEST EAST
A82 A9
0J92 CQ1074
$10942 OCAQJT75
%8753 S KJ10

SOUTH

AKQJ54

CA63

OKS8

A6
The bidding:
EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
10 16 Pass RY )
Pass 44 Pass Pass
Pass

Opening lead: Ten of ¢

The opening diamond lead went to
East’s ace and the suit was continued.
South won his king and drew trumps
in two rounds, then stopped to
consider his prospects. It was entirely
possible to lose four tricks on this
hand — two clubs and a heart to go
with the diamond already lost. Care
was required.

South next played the ace of hearts

and then a heart to dummy’s king,
followed by a third round of the suit.
Should East win this trick, he would
have to yield a ruff-sluff or lead a
club toward dummy’s queen. Happy
days — but no such luck. West was
able to win the third heart with the
jack and shift to the three of clubs.
Low from dummy, the 10 from East,
and declarer took a few seconds to
count the hand. East had opened the
bidding and so far had showed up
with, at most, 10 points. East was
sure to hold the club king, so winning
the ace and playing toward dummy’s
queen would only work when East
started with a doubleton club. East
would win the king, but would not
have another club to play and would
have to give a ruff-sluff.

South found an elegant solution by
playing a low club from hand and
allowing East to hold the trick. There
was no answer for the defense. East
would have to lead a club from the
king or give a ruff-sluff. Four spades
bid and made!

(Tannah Hirsch and Bob Jones
welcome readers’ responses sent in
care of this newspaper or to Tribune
Content Agency, LLC., 16650
Westgrove Dr., Suite 175, Addison,
TX 75001. E-mail responses may be
sent to tcaeditors@tribune.com.)
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ

Q 1 - Neither vulnerable, as South,
you hold:

AQ840KQJ4O0AJHI9864

The bidding:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Pass  Pass 1¢ ?

What call would you make?

Q 2 - North-South vulnerable, as
South, you hold:

AJIT40KI540Q987&A

The bidding:
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
1 10 ?

What call would inl make?

Q 3 - East-West vulnerable, as South,
you hold:

AS50AKS8708644]J9643

The bidding:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
Pass 24 Pass Pass
o

What call would you make?

Q 4 - Both vulnerable, as South, you
hold:

AJ50AJ320AK10636Q6
As dealer, what is your opening bid?

Q 5 - North-South vulnerable, as
South, you hold:

A10753205320K])J728]

The bidding:
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
10 2 ?

What call would yoil make?

Q 6 - Neither vulnerable, as South,
you hold:

AQJI2V]J6520 AKT7H]9

As dealer, what call would you
make?

Look for answers on Monday.
(Tannah Hirsch and Bob Jones

welcome readers’ responses sent to
tcaeditors@tribune.com.)

GOREN BRIDGE

WITH TANNAH HIRSCH & BOB JONES
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ALWAYS LEAD YOUR SINGLETON?

North-South vulnerable. West deals.

NORTH
A104
CKQJ93
Q75
&QJ2
WEST EAST
& Void A98732
CAT65 10
¢ 8 O A9643
H®A10976543 HKS
SOUTH
AMAKQJ65
0842
CKJ102
& Void
The bidding:

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Sée Pass Pass 54
Pass Pass Pass

Opening lead: Eight of ¢

There is a large group of bridge
players who believe that, should you
be on lead against a suit contract and
you hold a singleton, that’s the lead.
Experts would rather spend their
leisure time in a dentist’s chair than
play bridge with a partner who
ascribed to that belief, but it is widely
held.

West was a true believer, and he
led his singleton diamond. Despite

two aces that he might have led
instead and no trump in his hand with
which to ruff a second round of
diamonds, he led his singleton
anyway. Luckily for West, he had a
good partner. East won the lead and
reasoned that South would not have
come in at the five-level without a
six-card suit, therefore, East would
be unable to ruff the second diamond.
He shifted to his singleton, the 10 of
hearts. West won the ace and gave his
partner a heart ruff to defeat the
contract. Had East returned a
diamond at trick two, the contract
would have romped home.

A befuddled South said to West, “I
would have made five spades if you
led the ace of clubs. Why in the world
did you lead your singleton when you
were void in trumps?” “T always lead
my singleton,” said West. East then
pointed out that the horrible break in
trumps would have defeated the
contract anyway had West led the ace
of clubs. South felt much better. He
was defeated by East’s good play, not
West’s poor lead.

(Tannah Hirsch and Bob Jones
welcome readers’ responses sent in
care of this newspaper or to Tribune
Content Agency, LLC., 16650
Westgrove Dr., Suite 175, Addison,
TX 75001. E-mail responses may be
sent to tcaeditors@tribune.com.)



(‘10D 2uNq14) ) SL0JIPIVI] O] JUIS
aq &vwt sasuodsa4 1= *[00S/ XL
‘UOSIPPY “G/ [ a1ng “A(] 240451SIM

0S991  “DOT1 “€Ouady juajuo)
ounqui] oy 10 sadpdsmau sy Jo 2o

Ul JUas SSUOASaL SAIPDal dU0I]oM
souof qog pup YIS Yyvuuny)

‘ssed (I yuom A[[eal puey siy) S|
‘uonone ay) ur Joje[ swo[qoid o) speo|
sowmnowos pue Juruado premdyme ue
SI SIY ], “puowelp suo pauado A[fensn

ST UOnNQLISIP S YHIm puRy v - Y

[oewt
noA pnom [[ed Jeym ‘I9[edp SV

6LWLAVOTSITOT6LOW

:pIoy nok
‘UINOS Sk ‘d[qerdunA YN - 9 O

MOU 3SRy "PIq SUO YoM ATUO ST
puey sy} Ing ‘13e] syeay woddns pue
J[qnop oAne3au © YIm e)s JySnu
noA ‘puey I919q B YIA\ “SMEBIY OM)
piq "sueay jo yoddns ur syurod uoAds
INOQe 0) SIBN[BAS-3I pPURY INOXK - Y

({9yeW NOA p[nom [[ed JBYA\

6 (4 ol
LSHM HLAOS ISVHd HLION
“SuIppIq oY,

[RTLLNOTESOTESLOL Y

:proy noA ‘yInos
se ‘Q[qerounA PnoS-yoN - § O

“[IAQ J3SS9[ U3 SI 31 Inq ‘odeys
-JJO 11q ® a1e nox ‘mou dwini) ou duo
uado pue s1y) proay ‘dwing ou auo Joj
[Jonuw 00} pue Sueay oM} I0J y3noua
Jou — pIQ-aI POO3 OU JABY [[IM
noA ‘opeds auo puodsar roupred pue
puowrelp auo uado nok prnoys - y

(P1q Suruado oA St jeym ‘I9[edp Sy
IOBEIOIVOLELVLOSIY

‘proy
noA ‘yInog se ‘o[qerouna yoyg - O

‘yonuw 00} 10§
nok Aerd 3,ued 1oupred ‘puey passed
© st snje)s oA £q paroojord are nox
jo[qno(q “sepeds ur ySus] Yim puey
poo3 & 9nb oary Aew Jouped - Y

(9w nOA pnom [[ed 1eyp

sseq sseq (Y4 mmwm
LSV HILJON LSIM HILAOS
“SuIppIq oYL,

€EPI6GLePISOLESAVOSW

:proy nok
“INOS S ‘Q[qrIAUINA ISIM-ISEH - € O

“S[Ie
jey) J1 piq dwnn ou € ym o:Eﬁ_H.ow
0] ySnoud Juoms Ik NOX eIl
1y Jms-Iofew e puy sy pnoys
‘syns prqun Yy url y3ud] $1sa33ns
I 'PIq IB9[0 OU YIIM Inq ‘[9AJ] SIY)
je Sunadwoo ylrom sonfea Jursrword
9[qnop dAne3au ® SI SIY T, "9[qno(] - V

(9w nOA pnom [[ed Jeyp

é OT ¥l
LSHM HILAOS 1ISVd HIION
“BuIppIq Ay,

VRLS6O OVSIAOPL6LW

:pIoY noA ‘yinog
St ‘o[qeIdunA YNOS-yuoN - 7 O

“}1eaY QUO PIg "Poo3
A[qeUOSEaI SI puey AU} pue JU[[AIXd
SI JINS AU} Se JUO[ St JINS PILd-INOJ
B M [[BOI9A0 [[Im Aepo) suadxyg
‘JINS  pIEd-IN0J B UO PI[[BIIIAO
nok J1 paroyrenb pue umelp uooq
daey Y3 nok “a104 Jo sAep uf - y

(9w nOA pnom [[ed Jeyp

e Pl ssed ssed
HILNOS ISVHAd HILION LSAM
“SuIppIq Ay,

V986 lLVOVYLONOPSOW

:p[oy noA
‘qINoS se ‘d[qerauna RYLN - T O

SYAMSNY ZINO ADATII XTIAAM

071 Aoueby uslu0D BuNqUL £1020
S3ANOr 908 ® HOSHIH HYNNVL HLIM

39did9 N3JHO0D

€10T ‘91 Ioquadag %m@:oz





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Helvetica
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


